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from the French, and where the defences were decidedly
defective. The enemy massed 600,000 men against the 190,000
in the 5th Army under General Gough. It was no fault of
Sir Douglas Haig's that the front of the y^ and 3rd British
Armies was spread out in a line far longer and thinner than
they should ever have been asked to defend. He had foreseen
the danger and the hour of its coming, and had appealed in
vain for reinforcements.
In Chapter III. a sapper tells of an incident he witnessed
in the South African War. He did not see his old Chief again
until March, 1918, when the Field-Marshal noticed his South
African ribbon, remembered him, and referred to that scene
on the veldt seventeen years earlier. " I wonder," said Haig,
" whether that little Boer girl is still alive." It was not until
a few days later the sapper learnt that the Commander-
in-Chief had just had a son and heir born to him.
The German attack opened on Friday, March 21, with a
violent bombardment with a prodigal use of gas shells, and
powerful guns searched the country for miles behind the Allied
lines. The enemy advanced on a front of fifty miles from
Croisilles to La Fere and, although their dense formation led
to their suffering very severe losses, they penetrated the British
front, which forced the 5th Army to beat a precipitate retreat.
Sir Douglas Haig's deeply religious character and his
serenity in face of threatened danger were well illustrated by an.
incident that occurred in the midst of this frightful blow to the
Allied hopes. Professor George S.Duncan, of St. Mary's College,
St. Andrews, who was Presbyterian Chaplain at the British
General Headquarters in France from the beginning to the end
of the war, held a service regularly at 9.30 a.m. at a little wooden
hut in the neighbourhood. The Commander-in-Chief never
failed to attend if he were in residence in the locality, but on
that black Sunday following the outbreak of the German
offensive, Professor Duncan was just telling a visiting